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Senate 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. STEVENS). 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. To-
day’s prayer will be offered by our 
guest Chaplain, Rev. Charles V. 
Antonicelli, St. Joseph’s Church on 
Capitol Hill, Washington, DC. 

PRAYER 

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer: 

Lord of all hopefulness, we come be-
fore You this day to praise You and to 
thank You for Your countless bless-
ings. 

With heavy hearts, dear Lord, we 
pray for Your peace and Your justice in 
our world. Help us to be the instru-
ments of Your will. In Isaiah we read, 
‘‘Put away your misdeeds from before 
My eyes; cease doing evil; learn to do 
good. Make justice your aim: redress 
the wronged.’’ 

God Almighty, bless and protect the 
men and women in this Senate who 
seek to do Your will. Give them right 
judgment. Help them to know Your 
loving presence always. 

We ask this in Your holy name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable TED STEVENS led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
BROWNBACK). The majority leader is 
recognized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, this morn-
ing the Senate will resume consider-
ation of S. Con. Res. 23, the concurrent 
budget resolution, with 30 hours left 
for debate on the resolution. Fifteen 
hours remain under the control of the 

chairman of the Budget Committee and 
the ranking member respectively. 
Pending is the Boxer amendment No. 
272 striking the reconciliation instruc-
tion to the Energy Committee relating 
to ANWR. While Senators on both sides 
of the aisle participated in the debate 
last night, there are still several Sen-
ators wishing to speak on this amend-
ment this morning. 

The consideration of other amend-
ments is expected during today’s ses-
sion and rollcall votes will occur 
throughout the day. The Senate will 
finish the budget resolution this week. 
Therefore, Members should expect late 
nights and rollcall votes for the re-
mainder of the week. I do want to 
stress to my colleagues that we will 
finish the budget resolution this week. 
We have 30 hours for debate and then 
the voting on the amendments, which 
is not a part of those hours. Therefore, 
we really have a challenge over the 
next 3 days but one that we will step up 
to and meet. 

There is a lot of indecision in terms 
of potential military action abroad. As 
we all know, the clock is ticking for a 
deadline tonight and we will take that 
into consideration, but we will be fo-
cused on the budget over the course of 
today. It is the Nation’s business. The 
American people expect us to pass a 
budget. We have certain statutory 
deadlines that we will meet in this 
Congress and therefore will finish the 
budget resolution this week. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic whip. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, through the 
Chair to the leader, on the ANWR 
amendment, we have 40 minutes re-
maining on this side. The time on the 
other side is gone. Of course, other 
time can be yielded, as it will be, to 
speak on the amendment. 

We have a couple of amendments 
lined up. I spoke to Senator NICKLES 
last night. The majority leader was 
present during most of those conversa-
tions. We hope to offer another amend-
ment forthwith. 

The one question that a number of 
Members have asked is what is the 
leader’s—I think we all contemplate 
something happening in the next 24 
hours in regard to the situation in Iraq. 
What is the leader’s desire as to a reso-
lution, which I am sure will be forth-
coming at that time, as far as Members 
being able to speak on the resolution? 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, not know-
ing what will happen tonight with the 
President’s statement, as the deadline 
is reached for Saddam Hussein—and I 
have been working with the Demo-
cratic leader—we have a resolution of 
support and are working through the 
language that is most appropriate. We 
will do that over the course of today. 
Again, I want to be very careful not to 
anticipate an outcome which is not 
quite there, but if military action is 
begun, we would very soon introduce 
that resolution and give Senators the 
opportunity to speak. I think we all 
recognize that if military action is un-
dertaken, although we hope and pray 
that things will be very shortlived, we 
do want to make sure Senators have 
the opportunity to express their sup-
port for our troops and for this Presi-
dent, if this engagement begins. So 
that is underway. We will address that 
over the course of the day. I do want to 
make it clear to our colleagues that we 
will be here this week until we finish 
the budget. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET FOR 
THE U.S. GOVERNMENT FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2004 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will now 
resume consideration of S. Con. Res. 23, 
which the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
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